
 

Southbroom Infants’ School  

    

Parents’ Guide to our Curriculum  

This booklet gives you:  

• A guide to what your child will learn at our school  

• Answers to questions about the curriculum and learning 

tips you can easily do with your child at home  
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Children start school at Southbroom Infants in the September following 

their 4th birthday. They join our reception classes and follow the 

Foundation Stage curriculum.   

  
What is the Foundation Stage?  

It's for children aged 3-5, and covers the years they spend from the 

beginning of nursery or pre-school to the end of reception class in 

primary school.  There are seven areas of learning and skills 

development. All areas of learning and development are important and 

inter-connected.  Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 

children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their 

capacity to learn, form relationships 

and thrive.  These three prime areas 

are:  

Personal, social and emotional 

development  

Your child will learn to be self-confident, 

take an interest in things, know what their 

own needs are, tell the difference 

between right and wrong, and be able to 

dress and undress.  

  

Communication and language  

Opportunities are provided for pupils to experience a rich language 

environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 

themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

  

Physical development  

Opportunities are provided for young 

children to be active and interactive; 

and to develop their co-ordination, 

control, and movement. Children are 

also helped to understand the 

importance of physical activity, and to 

make healthy choices in relation to 

food.  
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The school also supports children in four specific areas, through which 

the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The areas are:  

  

Mathematics  

Your child will develop an understanding of maths through stories, songs, 

games and imaginative play. They will become comfortable with numbers 

and with ideas such as 'heavier than' or 'bigger'. They will be aware of 

shapes and space.  

  

Understanding of the world  

Your child will explore and find out about the world around them, asking 

questions about it. They will build with different materials, know about 

everyday technology and learn what it is used for. They will find out 

about past events in their lives and their families' lives. They will find out 

about different cultures and beliefs.   
 

Expressive arts and design  

Children are enabled to explore and play with a 

wide range of media and materials, as well as 

being given opportunities and encouragement 

for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings 

through a variety of activities in art, music, 

movement, dance, role-play, and design and 

technology.  
  

'Will my child be assessed at the start or end of the foundation 

stage?'   

Both! A baseline assessment is completed within a few weeks of your 

child starting school and there will be an assessment made at the end of 

the Foundation Stage called the Foundation Stage Profile.   

  
'What is the Foundation Stage Profile?'   

The Foundation Stage Profile is a national scheme to enable teachers to 

record observations and summarise your child's achievements at the end 

of the Foundation Stage. It will be used to summarise their achievements 

of the Early Learning Goals within the Foundation Stage and covers all six 
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areas of learning. Teachers record achievement based on their 

observations of your child's activities throughout the Reception Year. They 

do not need to carry out any set assessment activities.   

  
'What can I do to help my child?'   

You're probably doing it already! Finding out what they have done at 

nursery, discovering what they like and don't like, encouraging them to ask 

questions, listen to others and try out new skills all help support their 

learning process. Reading your child stories and helping them to learn 

nursery rhymes is particularly helpful.  

 

Year 1 and 2  

These years of your child's time at school are called key stage 1. At the 

end of their reception year children move into their year 1 class and begin 

to follow the National Curriculum.   

  

As a parent or carer, you have a very important role to play in helping 

your child learn. Some parents are afraid of doing the wrong thing. (If you 

are unsure about how to help, you can always ask your child's teacher.) 

The most important things you can do are:   

  

• Take an interest in what your child is learning at school, and encourage 

them to tell you about it. 

• Praise them when they have done well.  

  

There are other things you can do too of course. This book also gives you 

a few ideas and tips for each subject. Don't feel you have to do all of 

them, but any you can do will support your child's learning at school.   
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Computing, Maths and Science are taught discretely where necessary 

although we always aim to integrate them into topics where possible. 

RE, PE, PSHCE, and Music are also all taught on a regular basis and 

again, we link them to topics where appropriate. 

The content of our curriculum covers knowledge and understanding as 

well as enabling the children to acquire a range of skills.  

 

English  

Why do schools teach English?   

All children need to be confident in using their skills in speaking and 

listening, reading and writing in all different aspects of school life. English 

or literacy lessons in years one and two build on the skills gained in the 

early years. Children are taught how to express themselves clearly and 

creatively. Children study a range of texts and learn how to write in 

different forms. They are also taught the fundamental knowledge and 

applications if spelling, punctuation and grammar.   

  
 

 

What subjects are taught at Key Stage 1?  

Children in Year 1 and 2 will experience the   
National Curriculum, comprising of English, maths, 
science, art and design, computing, design and 
technology, history, geography, music and physical 
education.   
  

In addition to this, we are required to teach RE, and 
we also teach Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship Education (PSHCE), all of which support 
our duty to promote the fundamental British Values.  

  

http://www.northbaddesley-inf.org.uk/aboutus/britishvalues.php
http://www.northbaddesley-inf.org.uk/aboutus/britishvalues.php


6  

How is this taught?  

We teach literacy in a broad, balanced way ensuring that children with 

different learning styles have equal access to the learning.   
  

Phonics: When children begin to read 

they are starting a long and exciting 
journey which will culminate in them being 
able to decode and interpret text in it’s 
many and varied forms.  From the 
beginning of the Foundation Stage, 
children are taught to identify and read 
sounds and blend them together to make 
words. This is what we call phonics. The 
English language has 44 sounds 
(phonemes) in total, which the children are 

introduced to in a systematic way.  At Southbroom Infants, we follow the 
government recommended scheme ‘Letters and Sounds’ to teach 
phonics.  
 

Speaking and Listening: This is a vital skill for learning. Children are 

taught to think about what they say and how they say it. They learn to 
listen to others before they speak, talk with others and share ideas. They 
take different roles both in drama and in group tasks. We work to support 
children to give them both the ability and confidence to read aloud from 
books and what they have written.   
  

Reading: Reading is a skill we aim to develop for life. We promote a 

love of reading, encouraging children to read for enjoyment and 

information every day.  Key skills of comprehension, questioning and 

understanding are also taught through exposure to a wide variety of text 

types and use them for a range of different tasks and activities.   

  

Writing: Writing plays a key role in the development of children’s 

learning as it allows them to create and express their ideas, thoughts and 

feelings. Teachers plan and teach all aspects of writing and pupils are 

taught specific skills in spelling (closely linked with phonics & reading),        

handwriting, composition, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. They 

are taught to write for a range of audiences and for different purposes. 
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The children are exposed to a wide vocabulary to help them when they 

come to use their imagination to develop and compose their own writing.  

  

Building from the skills taught in Early Years the children are taught to 

write their letters with a lead in stroke and that they all start ‘on the line’. 

  

  

 

 

Tip– Listen!  

  

Take a few moments to listen to different 
sounds with your child (perhaps the sound of 
rain, wind, sirens or aeroplanes. Pick out one 
of these sounds– can your child describe it in 
words? At first they might say “it was loud” 
but, the harder they listen, the more they 
might be able to add other descriptions like “it 
was low and growly..It sounded slow”.  

 

Mathematics  
Why do schools teach maths?   

We all use maths every day, even if that's not what we call it. We check 

our change at the shops, work out how expensive the new carpet will be, 

and decide when we need to leave the house to get to the airport. And at 

the other end of the spectrum, brilliant scientists are using maths to help 

us understand the laws of the universe.   

Mathematics in school is taught by learning and developing skills in      

understanding numbers and place value, addition and subtraction, shape,    

multiplication and division, fractions, positon and direction, measurement 

and statistics (graphs etc.).   

  

At the end of end of Year 2 most children should be able to:  
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Number – number and place value  

• count in 1’s to and from 100  

• count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and 

in 10’s from any number, forward and 

backward   

• recognise the place value of each digit 

in a two-digit number (tens, ones)   

• compare and order numbers from 0 up 

to 100; use <, > and = signs  

• read and write numbers to at least 100 

in numerals and in words  

• use place value and number facts to solve problems.   

  

Number – addition and subtraction  

• solve problems with addition and subtraction:   

• using concrete objects and pictorial representations and apply     

increasing knowledge of mental and written methods   

• recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and   

derive and use related facts up to 100   

• add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, and mentally, including a two-digit number and 

ones, a two-digit number and tens and two two-digit numbers   

• adding three one-digit numbers 

• show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order  

(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another cannot 

• recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and    

subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve missing 

number problems.   

  

Number – multiplication and division  

• recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 

multiplication tables, including recognising odd and even numbers   

• calculate mathematical statements and write them using the 

multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals (=) signs   

• show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order  

(commutative) and division of one number by another cannot   
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• solve problems involving x and ÷ using materials, arrays, repeated 

addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, 

including problems in contexts.   
 

Fractions  

• recognise, find, name & write fractions - third, quarter, two quarters, 

half and three quarters of a length, shape or set of objects   

• write simple fractions and recognise that a half and two quarters are 

the same.   

 

Measurement  

• compare and measure length/height in any direction  

(m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity 

(litres/ml) to the nearest appropriate unit, using            

rulers, scales, thermometers and measuring 

vessels  

• recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p); combine 

amounts to make a particular value   

• solve simple problems in a practical context involving + and - of 

money of the same unit, including giving change   

• tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to   

  

Properties of shape  

• identify/describe the properties of 2-D & 3D shapes  
• identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D shapes (eg. a circle on a 

cylinder and a triangle on a pyramid) 

• compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D shapes &everyday objects.   
  

Position and direction  

• use mathematical vocab to describe position, 

direction and movement, including right angles 

for quarter, half and three-quarter turns.  

  

Statistics  

• make and interpret simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams 

and tables   

• ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects 

in each category and sorting the categories by quantity   



10  

Science  

Why do schools teach science?   

Every child has a natural curiosity about the way the world works:        

science lessons show how they can get answers to questions such as 

how plants grow or what materials would be best for a coat to wear in the 

rain.   

  

Children look at and explore:   

Plants   

Animals, including humans  

Living things and habitats   

Everyday materials   

Seasonal change  

  

Through work in these five areas children are taught about scientific     

enquiry. Children are taught to ask questions, then work together to try to 

find the answers by observing and performing simple tests.  

  

The children use their observations and make comparisons and perhaps 

ask further questions. They find out more about scientific ideas from 

books and the internet. They record their ideas by writing and drawing 

(sometimes on computers), and communicate their results using         

scientific language, charts and tables.  

  

At Southbroom Infants’ science is taught where possible through creative 

topic based learning. We believe science is really fun and we provide 

children with first-hand experiences and opportunities develop their      

scientific knowledge and understanding.   
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Tip– Sink or Swim  

  

Bathrooms are full of interesting 

objects– from bath toys to bars of 

soap. Get your child to sort different 

items to see what sinks and what 

floats. They can then arrange all 

the objects into two groups: sinking 

things and floating things. What are 

floating things made of? What are 

sinking things made of?    
 

Tip– What to wear?  

Ask your child to describe the clothes they are wearing. What’s the 
material like– is it thin? thick? waterproof? tough? Why have they 
chosen to wear those particular clothes?– does the choice have 
something to do with the weather outside? Some of the materials used 
in clothes are natural eg. wool and some are man-made, can your child 
sort them?  
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Science continued... At the end of Y2 

most children are able to:   

  

• Suggest how they can find out about a scientific question and look for  

information they need (this might be by looking carefully at the world 

around them, or by reading something in a book)  

• Ask questions and observe closely  

• Use simple equipment to perform tests  

• Identify and compare objects and living things, and classify them using   

words such as 'loud' or 'quiet', 'hard' or 'soft', and 'faster' or 'slower'.  

• Record data to help in answering their questions  

• Use correct vocabulary correctly at an appropriate level.  

• Name variety of common animals and use correct vocabulary eg. 

herbivore, carnivore  

• Describe structure of common animals   

• Identify, name and label parts of human body  

• Understand that every living thing eats, grows and reproduces 

• Recognise that different plants and animals are found in different    

habitats eg. ponds and woodland 

• Identify and name a variety of materials eg. wood, plastic, metal, glass 

and rock, and describe their properties   

• Compare and group a variety of materials 

• Compare seasonal changes across four seasons 

• Observe how day length varies.  
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 Computing  

  

Why do schools teach Computing?   

You can email through your TV, surf the internet from a mobile phone, 

and do the weekly shop whilst sat on the sofa; modern technology is 

changing the way we all live and work. Our computing curriculum        

encourages children to feel comfortable using technology; use it in many 

forms and understand how to do so safely. Children at Southbroom      

Infants use the internet on a regular basis as part of their learning. In 

school we have e-safety activities 

to remind the children of the            

importance of keeping themselves 

safe when using the internet.    

  

At Southbroom Infants School   

children are positive in their 

attitude towards technology and 

soon develop an understanding of 

the potential of IT and enjoy using 

it across our curriculum.   

  

Using computing across the                                                                   

curriculum allows us to support                                                                        

and enrich the children’s learning                                                                       

experiences.  We have a wide range of equipment available to the 

children including; fizzbooks, iPads, smartboards, recording and 

observational tools, beebots and much more.  

  

By the end of Y2 most children should be able to:  

• Understand that algorithms are a set of unambiguous instructions.  

• Create and debug simple programs.   

• Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs.   

• Use technology purposefully.   

• Recognise common uses of IT beyond school.   

• Use technology safely and respectfully.   

   
  

Tip– Who’s in control?  

A television remote control is an ICT 

devise, and your child can learn some 

simple ideas from it. If you want to get 

it to do particular things, you have to 

give instructions in the right order. For 

example– if the mute key has been 

used, pressing the key that raises the 

volume will have no effect. It also 

shows that a simple devise is a 

powerful way of controlling information: 

you know how annoying it can be when 

they change channel while everyone 

else is enjoying a programme!  
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History  

  

Why do schools teach history?   

How did we get here? Where do we 

come from?   

History helps shed light on these big 

questions.  It introduces children to an 

unfamiliar but important world - the 

past. Piecing together the picture of the 

past is a bit like detective work.  

Children use different kinds of 

evidence to find out about people's 

lives and events and how things have changed. Learning how to weigh 

up evidence and reach conclusions are just some of the skills children 

develop through studying the history of Britain and the wider world. As 

they do this, they begin to understand and remember a framework of 

significant events and people.   

  

In history, children learn to place events in chronological order, and about 

the lives of men, women and children from the history of Britain and the 

wider world. They also look at significant events beyond living memory, 

nationally or globally eg. Great Fire of London and also events within 

living memory such as Remembrance Day or the Olympic Games. They 

use books and other sources to help them ask and answer questions. 

They listen to stories and respond to them. They learn how the past is 

different from the present and ask: How have I changed? How has life 

changed for my parents, or others around me?   

They will learn about the lives of significant individuals from the past.  

Some will be used to make comparisons of life in different periods eg. 

Queen Victoria, Neil Armstrong or Mary Seacole.  

  

  

Tip– What’s new, what’s old? On 

a journey to school or to the shops, 

get your child to look at some of 

the buildings on the way. Ask them 

to point out some old buildings and 

some that are more recent. Can 

your child explain why they think a 

building is old or new, or how it 

has changed? Get them to look out 

for other clues of the past such as 

shop or street signs, types of post 

boxes, statues and memorials.  
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Tip– Spot the difference  

You may not consider yourself ‘history’ just yet, 
but it can be very useful for your child to 
compare their own life with yours. Talk about 
the sort of things you did when you were their 
age. What’s different, and what’s the same?  
If you keep photo albums, look through them 
with your child. Look at the clothes and items 
such as toys– are they different to now?  

History continued…    

By the end of Y2 most children will be able 

to:  

• Place events that they have studied in   

        chronological order  

• Use wide vocabulary of everyday   

historical terms  

• Ask and answer questions to show they                                       

know and understand key features of                                           

events from the past  

• Talk about historical events, people or                                                

places around Devizes.  

Geography  

 

Why do schools teach geography?   

We all make a mark on where we live, and where we live leaves its mark 

on us. Learning about the links between our lives and the environment 

around us is central to geography lessons at Southbroom Infants.  

Children find out about an area in the UK and how it compares with other 

places around the world. To help them get the best out of their  

investigations inside and outside the classroom, they learn how to use 

simple maps, photographs, atlases and globes - skills which prove useful 

in other subjects as well as when they leave our school.   

  

Children learn to use geographical skills, and resources to find out about 

places:   

• where features are located (for example, shops, bus stops, streams 

and trees)  
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At key stage 1 they do this through their study of:   

• the immediate neighbourhood of the school and the school's own 

buildings and grounds  

• a similar-sized area, either in the UK or overseas, that is different          

from the area in and around their school.  

 

Tip– What’s it called?  

  

Take your child to a window or a high point 
of view. Get them to describe what they 
can see. Can they tell which features are 
natural and which have been put there by 
people?  
Words such as ’house’, ’road’, ’stream’, and 
’river’ are good geographical vocabulary for 
your child to use.   

  
 

 

  

Tip– Food search  

Food in our kitchens has been imported from lots of different 
countries all over the world. Pick out some packets of food from 
your kitchen cupboard and ask your child where each came from 
by reading the label. Once your child has a list of places, both 
here and overseas, get them to find out where these places are 
by using a map, an atlas or a globe.  
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Geography continued…  

By the end of Y2 most children will be able to:  

• Describe the main features of places they study, using geographical 

vocabulary like 'hill', 'river', ‘town’, ‘sea’ etc. 

• Understand how places may be similar to and different from each 

other.  

• Name and locate world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

• Name, locate and identify characteristics of four countries and capital 

cities of the UK and surrounding seas. 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and be able 

to locate hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and 

North and South Poles.  

 

Art and Design  

Why do schools teach art and design?   

There's nothing like discovering your favourite colours in a box of paints 

when you're a child. You can show how you see the world by making a 

picture of what's around you or communicating how you feel, using      

different patterns, materials and textures. Children feed their imagination 

through art and design. They study different sorts of art work, from murals 

to sculptures, and learn how art, craft and design enrich their lives and 

ours.   

  

Children are taught to:   

• explore and develop their ideas by recording what they see and     

imagine, and by asking and answering questions about it,  

• try out different materials, tools and techniques (such as painting, 

printmaking, modelling clay)  

• review their own and others' work, saying what they think and feel 

about it and how to improve it,   

• work with colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form 

and space,  

• find out about differences and similarities in the work of artists, 

craftspeople and designers in different times and cultures. They do this on 

their own and working with others, using a range of starting points (such 

as their own experiences, natural and made objects, the local  



19  

environment) and looking at a range of work (for example, during visits to 

galleries, on the internet).  

At the end of Y2 most children are able to:   

• explore and express ideas in colour, shape, form 

and space  

• experiment with a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques  

• comment on differences in others' work, and 

suggest ways of improving their own work.  

  

Music   

 

Why do schools teach music?   

We've all got our favourite songs that remind us of places we've visited, 

or tunes that always cheer us up when we're feeling down. Making music 

together helps children to explore and express their thoughts and 

feelings. Learning songs from times gone by or from different parts of the 

world helps children learn about other times and other 

cultures. And getting to grips with listening carefully is 

going to help them in all sorts of different lessons 

throughout their school career.   

   

Children are taught how to sing and play untuned and 

tuned musical instruments. They explore sounds and 

create their own short compositions. They learn to 

listen carefully, finding out about and describing how 

sounds can change: for example, getting higher, lower, 

louder, quieter. They experience a wide range of music 

from different times and cultures.   
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At the end of Y2 most children are able to:   

• sing songs from memory, knowing when the tune goes up and down  

• keep to a steady rhythm when singing and playing music 

• describe sounds using words such as 'high' and 'low', and by using 

musical symbols.  

• start making their own simple musical patterns, carefully choosing        

different sounds    

 

Tip– keep to the beat  

  

Children find rhythm easier 

when they link it with physical 

movement. Help your child to 

feel the rhythms in different 

ways. You could clap along to 

music on the radio, or your 

child could skip with a rope in 

time to music.  
 

 

  



 

Physical Education  

  

Why do schools teach PE?   

Whether regular exercise is swimming or a Sunday 

afternoon kick around, we know keeping fit is vitally 

important these days. In physical education, or PE, 

children learn that it's fun to stay in shape. They learn 

how to prepare for and recover from exercise, and what 

happens to their body when they work out in a variety of 

ways. It's a vital foundation to help them lead active and 

healthy lives as they grow up.   

In Key Stage 1 children are taught skills training to develop their basic 

movements including: running, jumping, throwing and catching.   

  

Children are also taught:  

Dance: children learn how to move rhythmically and expressively, 

showing their imagination.   

Games: they learn how to use their skills and where appropriate engage 

in competitive activities against others often using team work, 

developing tactics for attacking and defending.   

Gymnastics: they learn how to link together, accurately:   

• movements  

• still shapes  

• Balances  

Swimming: Swimming is not compulsory at key stage 1, however we 

believe it is an essential skill to learn as early as possible, particularly in 

a town like Devizes, where most children live not far from the canal or 

The Crammer.   

  

In all PE lessons children are taught how to follow rules, and how to 

move and play safely. They learn how to work on their own and with 

others.   
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Tip– A hop and a skip  

Here’s a simple physical movement that 
helps with lots of PE activities. Try getting 
your child to progress from hopping to 
skipping. Get them to hop for three paces 
on one leg, then hop for three on the 
other leg. How smoothly can they make 
the transition between the two?  
Or try alternate hop-step-hop. Once they 
can move easily from hop to step, in a 
fluid movement, they are skipping!  

 

 

At the end of Y2, most children are able to:   

• remember and repeat skills, performing them with control and        

co-ordination  

• choose the right skills for what they are doing, 

• use tactics in simple games to score points against an opponent, 

• make up and perform short gymnastic sequences that join actions       

together  

• move in time to a beat, showing their ideas and feelings in short      

dances  

• pick out and copy actions, describing what they and others do well,       

and suggesting how to improve them  

• describe how their bodies feel in different activities and the 
reasons why (eg. If they run a lot, their heart will beat faster and 
they will get hot)  

• enjoy being physically active.  
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Tip– Throw and Catch  
Children are often tempted to duck from a ball 
coming towards them. But there are two easy 
ways to help them to practise catching:  
• By bouncing the ball off a wall  

• Throw the ball to them, but make sure it 

bounces before they have to catch it.  To 

succeed they need to watch the ball every time 

and have their hands ready.   
 

 

 

 

Religious Education  

Why do schools teach 

R.E?  

To be able to understand their own beliefs and values, children need to 

learn about and respond to the beliefs and values of others.  

Religious education at Southbroom Infants School is taught according to 

the agreed syllabus for Wiltshire. This syllabus helps our pupils to 

develop a greater understanding of themselves and others and promotes 

respect for other cultures and beliefs.   

  

We must teach religious education, parents can, however, withdraw their 

child from RE lessons if they wish.  

  

Children are taught about the stories, festivals and events that help to 

provide the pattern and meaning to their lives. Teachers encourage 

children to talk and write about the variety of ceremonies, buildings and 

people, in Christianity and other religions. Children learn to think about 

these and put forward their own ideas about them.   

   

Because RE isn’t national curriculum like other subjects, it doesn't have 

national expectations either. But there are some suggested levels  

designed to help teachers plan the learning. These suggest that at the 

end of Y2, most children are able to:   
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Religious  Education continued...  

• Retell religious stories, identify some religious beliefs and 

teachings, and know that some are characteristic of more than one 

religion. 

• Suggest meanings in religious symbols, language and stories.  

• Respond sensitively to the experiences and feelings of others, 

including those with a faith, and to other people's values and ideas of 

right and wrong  

• Realise that some questions that cause people to wonder are 

difficult to answer.  

  

Respect for all and tolerance of all faiths and backgrounds is 

paramount at Southbroom Infants School.  

  

Tip– Tell me a story  

  

Searching for new stories to read? 
Look in a library or bookshop for 
children’s highlights from Christian, 
Jewish, Islamic, Hindu, Sikh and 
Buddhist traditions.  There are many 
exciting stories that offer plenty to talk 
about.  

Design and Technology  

Why do schools teach design and technology?   

From a tablet that’s easy to use or a desk that's just right for the home 

computer ... good design makes things easier and more enjoyable to 

use. Design and technology lessons give children the opportunity to 

investigate how well familiar products and objects actually work, and 

who they're really aimed at. By answering questions such as 'Is this the 



25  

right tool for the job?' they learn how to solve practical problems   

Children are taught to:   

• Look at, talk about and evaluate familiar products (made of materials        

such as card, textiles and food) to see how they work  

• Practise simple practical skills and do tasks, such as cutting, folding,          

shaping, joining and finishing, which they will use as they make their       

own products. They choose and safely use the tools, equipment and                 

techniques they need for their ideas  

• Design and plan purposeful, functional, appealing products for 

themselves, using what they have learned through evaluation. They 

then communicate their ideas through talking, drawing templates 

and where appropriate using information technology.  .  

   

For example, they might look at hand and finger puppets, asking 

questions such as 'How have they been put together? What type of 

fabric has been used? Who have they been made for?' They then 

practise skills, such as cutting and joining the kinds of fabrics used in the 

puppet. Finally they design and make a puppet with a purpose: for 

example, a finger puppet designed to entertain a smaller brother or 

sister on a long car journey.  

  

Children are also taught simple cooking and nutrition skills. These 

include basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes 

and also developing an understanding of where food comes from.   
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Tip– The icing on the cake  
  

Next time you make cakes or 

biscuits get your child to put the 

icing on. But first get them to ask   

the people who will eat the cakes 

what colours or flavours they 

would like. With biscuits, people 

can choose shapes and fillings– for 

example, raisins or cherries.  
 

 
Personal, social and health education (PSHE)     

   

Why do schools teach PSHE and citizenship?  

  

To lead independent, happy lives, children must develop their self-

confidence. This involves taking responsibility for their own health and 

well-being. In this subject, children learn about these important life skills. 

They learn not only about their own rights, duties and responsibilities but 

also about the rights and responsibilities of others. Teaching aims to 

help them respect and value the richness and diversity of our society 

and provide the children with the skills and understanding they require to 

become responsible citizens of our community.  

Primary schools do not have to teach PSHE and citizenship, but the 

government encourages them to do so. It might not be taught as a 

subject in its own right - it could be taught:  

 through other subjects 

 through special time set aside 

 by creating special opportunities for children to take 

responsibility.  

  

At Southbroom Infants we strongly believe that our children 

need to be taught the laws and heritage of Britain and feel a 
sense of belonging without sacrificing their own identity.   
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Tip-It's good to talk  

As you talk to your child about what 
they’ve done at school, get them to go 
through their successes and achievements, 
and also those areas they are finding 
difficult. How do they know they are doing 
well in the successful areas?  Ask why they 
were given a Golden Sticker.   
How will they know when their succeeding 

in the difficult areas.  

 

 

Schools look for opportunities to teach these skills and ideas in everyday 

life. For example, your child might learn about their strengths through 

doing classroom jobs. They might discuss classroom rules with other 

children and the teacher. And in science, they will learn simple hygiene 

rules such as the importance of washing their hands.  

Sex and relationship education (SRE) and drugs education  

  

The Governors of this school feel that Sex Education at the Infant stage 

is best thought of as "education for personal growth and development" 

and that factual information about the physical aspects of sex, though 

important, are not more important than a consideration of the qualities of 

relationships in family life and of values and standards.   

  

Sex Education should therefore be taught as part of the health education 

and religious education topic work covered by: food, senses, growth, 

eggs, new babies (humans and animals), Easter, families and the 

Nativity. The National Curriculum for science says that between the 

ages of 5 and 7 your child should learn that all animals, including 

humans, produce offspring.   They also learn that some drugs can be 

good for the body (medicines) and others harmful (prohibited drugs). We 

use teaching about personal, social and health education and 

citizenship to help children think about treating others with consideration 

and resisting unwanted pressure - important foundations for later 

teaching about SRE and drugs education.  
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Tip– Help your body  

Different parts of the body need 
special care and attention. Can your 
child name parts of the body that 
need protection, and how? For 
example:  
• In sunny weather we should 

use sun cream to look after our 
skin.  

• On a walk, a pair of sturdy 

shoes come in handy to stop 

our feet getting sore and wet.  
 

 

We give parents an annual report on how their child is progressing in 

each National Curriculum subject and whether they are meeting age   

related expectations. There will also be opportunity to discuss your 

child’s progress during parent consultations three times a year.  

  

If we tell you that your child is likely to find it hard to reach the target, 

remember children develop at different rates. Some may not reach the 

level at the given age, but will catch up later. At the moment, however, 

your child may need extra help from us and from you. Talk to their   

teacher about how you can help.  
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The tips in this guide are there for you to    complement the work of the 

school. Do as many tips as you feel able to do, but don't feel guilty about 

those you can't. The main thing is always to show an interest in what 

your child is learning at school. (But remember - even if you don't have 

time to do some tips, grandparents are often pleased to help!). 

Our approach to learning: As a school we are focused on developing 

a growth mindset in all our children to enable them to become effective 

learners.  A growth mindset allows a person to be resilient, to keep on 

trying and to learn from their mistakes because our abilities are not 

fixed or dependent on talent; without exception they can be developed 

through dedication, practice and hard work.  

Tip– How many steps  

  

Help your child to practise estimating. Find two trees in the park: 
can your child guess how many strides it would take to walk from 
one to the other? Walk between the trees, asking your child to 
count your strides out loud. Stop half way: does your child want to 
change their guess?  

 


