
       
 

   Progression Map for Science skills  

  Year 1  Year 2  

Plants  To identify and name a variety of common 

wild and garden plants, including deciduous 

and evergreen.  

To identify and describe the basic structure 

of a variety of common flowering plants, 

including trees.  
  

To observe and describe how seeds and bulbs 

grow into mature  

plants  

To find out and describe how plants need 

water, light and a suitable temperature to grow 

and stay healthy.  

Animals 

including 

humans  

To identify and name a variety of 

common animals including fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 

To identify and name a variety of 

common animals that are  

carnivores, herbivores and omnivores To 

describe and compare the structure of a 

variety of common  

animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals, including pets).  

To identify, name, draw and label the basic 

parts of the human body and say which part 

of the body is associated with each sense.  

To notice that animals, including humans, have 

offspring which grow  

into adults  

To find out about and describe the basic needs 

of animals, including  

humans, for survival (water, food and air) To 

describe the importance for humans of  

exercise, eating the right amounts of different 

types of food, and hygiene.  

Everyday 

materials.  

Yr2- Uses of 

everyday 

materials  

To distinguish between an object and the 

material from which it is  

made  

To identify and name a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 

metal, water, and rock.  

To describe the simple physical 

properties of a variety of everyday 

materials.  

To compare and group together a variety of 

everyday materials on  

the basis of their simple physical properties  

To identify and compare the suitability of a 

variety of everyday  

materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 

brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular 

uses.  

To find out how the shapes of solid objects made 

from some  

materials can be changed by squashing, 

bending, twisting and stretching.  

Seasonal 

changes  

To observe changes across the four seasons. 

To observe and describe weather associated 

with the seasons and how day length varies  

N/A  

 



All living 

things  

and their 

habitats  

N/A  To explore and compare the differences between 

things that are  

living, dead, and things that have never been 

alive.  

To identify that most living things live in 

habitats to which they are  

suited and describe how different habitats 

provide for the basic needs of different kinds 

of animals and plants, and how they depend on 

each other  

To identify and name a variety of plants 

and animals in their habitats, including 

micro-habitats.  

To describe how animals obtain their food from 

plants and other  

animals, using the idea of a  simple food 

chain, and identify and name different 

sources of food.  

Working  

Scientifically  
  

To use the following practical scientific 

methods, processes and  

skills (adult support may be needed)  
  

To use the following practical scientific  

methods, processes and skills 

with increasing confidence  

Questioning 

and  

enquiring  

Planning  

Ask simple questions about the world 

around us.  

Begin to recognise that they can be 

answered in different ways  

(different types of enquiry including - 

observing changes over time, noticing 

patterns, grouping and classifying, carrying 

out simple  

comparative tests, finding things out from 

secondary sources).  

Ask questions about the world around us. 

Recognise that they can be  

answered in different ways               (different 

types of enquiry including - observing changes 

over time, noticing patterns, grouping and 

classifying, carrying out simple  

comparative tests, finding things out from 

secondary sources).  

Observing and 

measuring 

Pattern 

seeking  

N/A  Observe closely, using simple equipment. Use 

observations and ideas to suggest answers to 

questions.  

To observe changes over time and, with 

guidance, begin to notice  patterns and 

relationships. To say what I am looking for and 

what I am measuring.  

To know how to use simple equipment safely. Use 

simple measurements and equipment with 

increasing independence (eg hand lenses and egg 

timers)  

Begin to progress from non-standard units,  

reading mm, cm, m, ml, l, °C  



Investigating  Perform simple tests with support. To begin 

to discuss my ideas about how to find things 

out.   

To begin to say what happened in my 

investigation.  

Perform simple tests.   

To discuss my ideas about how to find things out.   

To say what happened in my investigation.  

Recording and 

reporting 

findings  

Gather and record data with some adult 

support, to help in answering questions.   

Begin to record simple data.   

Begin to record and communicate their 

findings in a range of ways. Can show my 

results in a simple table that my teacher has 

prvdd  

Gather and record data to help in answering 

questions.   

Record simple data.   

Record and communicate their findings in a range 

of ways.   

Can show my results in a table that my teacher 

has provided.  

Identifying, 

grouping and 

classifying  

Identify and classify with some support.  To 

begin to observe and identify, compare and 

describe.   

To begin to use simple features to compare 

objects, materials and living things and, with 

help, decide how to sort and group them.  

Identify and classify.   

Observe and identify, compare and describe.  Use 

simple features to compare objects, materials and 

living things and, with help, decide how to sort and 

group them.  

Research  To begin to use simple secondary sources to 

find answers.   

To begin to find information to help me from 

books and computers with help.  

Use simple secondary sources to find answers.  

Can find information to help from books and 

computers with help.  

Conclusions  Begin to talk about what they have found 

out and how they found it out. To begin to 

say what happened in my investigation.  To 

begin to say whether I was surprised at 

the results or not.   

To begin to say what I would change about 

my investigation.  

Talk about what they have found out and how 

they found it out.   

To say what happened in my investigation.   

To say whether I was surprised at the results or 

not.   

To say what I would change about my 

investigation.  
 

  

EYFS – UW, EAD (EMM) See development Matters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils in EYFS are not expected to cover each aspect for every area of study as in KS1  

 

 

 

 


