
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

“The WHF Pledge” 
 

Lock-down 2 - November 2020 update 
 

As we enter the first full week of “lock-down 2” I thought it would be a good idea to update you on our approach as 
a Trust to the situation we all find ourselves in and to the measures we will be taking to ensure your child is safe 
while enjoying a high quality education from their school. 

With this in mind we, the WHF and your child’s school, have three key priorities moving forward over the next few 
weeks and until the Government decides to end this current wave of measures to reduce the impact of Covid-19. 
Our three, are now the “WHF Pledge” and are, 

1. To ensure all of our schools are as Covid safe as possible and to ensure we take every measure to keep our 
pupils, students, and staff safe at this time. To this end we will continue to undertake the following: 

 
 Enhanced cleaning regimes before, after, and during school hours 
 Clear expectations of oral, respiratory and hand hygiene – keeping our hands clean and 

avoiding transmission by wearing face masks will be our highest priority 
 Clear communication with you as parents following any incident of positive testing or the 

need to isolate because of track and trace advice 
 Continual liaison with Public Health England and the local authority to make sure we work as 

one to keep your child safe at all times 
 

2. To ensure that your child receives a quality educative experience with quality first teaching and quality first 
opportunities to learn whether they are in school or are required to isolate for whatever reason at home. 
As your child’s education is so important to us, we will ensure even if the experience when at home is not 
identical in delivery the quality of teaching will not diminish if your child is learning at home. 

 
3. To guarantee that the emotional and pastoral needs of our pupils and staff remain our highest priority in 

order to ensure that we protect the physical and emotional well-being of all in our care especially those 
who are particularly vulnerable. 

 

 



 

  
 

These priorities will be non-negotiable and will be supported with every endeavour we can muster over the coming 
weeks and months no matter what happens locally or nationally. 

But, we also need your help and understanding as parents and carers. We need your support, honesty, and awareness 
that without effective communication between school and home we are all diminished in keeping your child safe and 
well educated. To that end we would ask you to continue to do the following: 

1. Help us to protect your child by telling them of your expectations of how they will keep Covid safe on 
their journey to school, by their conduct in school and on their journey home from school. We’ll do our 
bit by continually reminding our pupils about hand hygiene, social distancing, movement around the 
school and how to keep safe while in our care but by working in partnership will you every day we will 
do a better job of guaranteeing their safety. 

 
2. Communication with school is vital - tell us what’s happening with your child so that we can help 

especially when making sure that your child is not showing any signs of Covid symptoms no matter how 
minor before they come into school. Please check they are well enough as you’d be truly surprised how 
often we have been required to ask parents to come into school knowing their child had minor 
symptoms before arriving at the school gates. Any symptoms no matter how small must be investigated 
before they get to school. 
But, also remember to tell us if your child is anxious, worried or not coping well with what is happening 
in school. 
 

3. Model the behaviour you want your child to copy. Your children love you and therefore you are the 
biggest influencer on their behaviour. Please make sure you do the following: 

 
 Model the respiratory hygiene you want to see in our schools- wear a mask especially when 

coming to school or leaving it 
 Wash or sanitise your hands frequently 
 Insist on social distancing wherever possible 
 Refrain from mixing too widely with others outside of school and be sure that your child knows 

how to remain Covid safe at all times. 

 

Finally, many thanks for all that you do to support our schools and please never forget the value of our partnership 
and that by working together we will achieve what we both want for your child- happiness, safety, contentment all 
wrapped up in a great education and love of learning. 

Best wishes and please always feel free to contact me. 

 

 

Dr Nicholas Capstick 
CEO - The White Horse Federation 


