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7.9.21 

 

Phonics and reading in school – Little Wandle 

 

In July the Department of Education published it’s validated list of schemes for the teaching of early 
phonics. We had been using the Letters and Sounds Programme, however, this programme is not on the 

recommended list. We have spent time researching alternatives and have chosen ‘Little Wandle Letters 

and Sounds Revised’ as this is closely linked to our previous scheme.  Phonics will continue to be taught 

daily and lessons will follow the revisit, teach, practice and apply structure that the children are familiar 

with.  

  

It comprises of five phases. Phase 1 is the foundations for phonics unit and is covered in nursery 

provision. Phase 2 then begins when the children begin reception and the phases then run through 

reception and Year 1.  

 

The programme has regular assessments and ‘keep up’ provision for children who need support. 

We appreciate that the children in Year 2 this year have experienced disruption in both Reception and 

Year 1 so we will assess the children and join the programme in the appropriate place. 

 

Reading at home will now look a little different. We ask parents /carers to help the children practice 

reading at home and also to share a book with them to foster an enjoyment of reading. We will be 

sending home two books, a reading practice book and a sharing book that they can enjoy with an adult 

at home. 

 

Reading practice books- these are matched to the child’s phonic stage that they can read independently. 

It is important that children have plenty of practice reading at home in order to become fluent, 

confident readers. These books will be familiar to the children and contain sounds that they have 

worked on in school and can read. This may appear easy at times but will be at the right level for the 

child to develop fluency.  It may not be a different book every time if the children are still working on 

reading it fluently. For children in reception this will happen once they have learnt a bank of phonemes 

to support reading which will take a few weeks as they are completing baseline assessments. The 

parent/carer’s role is to listen with interest and, most importantly, to encourage and praise. After the 

child has read the book, it may be helpful to talk about the book, but only so far as the child is 

interested.  

Once the children are confident and reading Phase 5 books fluently they will move onto colour banded 
books 

 

A sharing book – the aim of these books is to help foster a love of reading. Children will choose a book 

to take home that they can share and enjoy with their parent/carer. If children are to become lifelong 

readers, it is essential that they are encouraged to read for pleasure. The desire of wanting to read will 

help with the skill of reading. These books offer opportunities for talking about the pictures and enjoying 
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the story. Children are not expected to read this book independently, the book is for the parent/carer 

to read to or with the child. Again, it is good to talk about the book with the child, 

More information for parents can be found here. 

 
The resources on this page will help you support your child with saying their sounds and writing their 

letters. There are also some useful videos so you can see how they are taught at school and feel more 

confident about supporting their reading at home. 

 

In the coming weeks we will keep you updated with further details. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

Helen Fishlock (Phonics and Reading subject lead) 
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