
 

                                                                   

 

 

 

  

Statement of Intent for Phonics 

Intent 

At Southbroom Infant School, we are passionate about ensuring all children have the opportunities to become 

confident and enthusiastic readers and writers. We believe that phonics provides the foundations of learning 

to aid the development of fluent reading and writing. Phonics is the process that is used to help children break 

down words into sounds, as well as building letter and word recognition. This can then enable children to use 

unknown words in the future. Children learn to segment words to support their spelling ability and blend 

sounds to read the words. 

Phonics at Southbroom follows the scheme, ‘Little Wandle letters and sounds revised’ which is on the DfE 

validated list (July 2021). This allows our phonics teaching and learning to be progressive from nursery to Y1. 

In R and KS1, once children are confident with the phonics from the five phases they are taught spelling rules 

and follow the spelling appendix to the National Curriculum. 

. 
Implementation 

• There are five phases to the programme. 

• Phonics is taught daily through a four part lesson – revisit, teach, practise and apply. 

• Phase 1 at the nursery stage lays the foundations for phonics. 

• There is oral blending in all phases. 

• A creative approach is used to make learning accessible to all children e.g the use of magnetic letters.  

• The programme provides a structure for children to ‘keep up’ from the beginning with opportunities 

for additional blending support in Phases 2 and 3. 

• There is termly assessment to track progress and identify children’s need for support. 

• Reading books are closely matched to the phonics phase and in adult led groups children read these to 

decode, read with expression and look at comprehension of the text. 

• The programme provides classroom resources to support both reading and the application of phonics 

into writing. 

• The programme exposes the children to a wide range of vocabulary which expands their language 

skills. 

Right from their first day at Southbroom Infant School, children are provided with lots of opportunities to 

engage with books that fire their imagination and interest, motivating and exciting them to learn phonic skills 

and become competent readers. 

 


